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SUBJECT: MORE STUDENT UNREST 

REF: (A) MANILA 9866, (B) MANILA 10187, (C) MANILA 11336, 

(D) MANILA 13430 

1 . SUMMARY. CLASSES WERE SUSPENDED SEPTEMBER 6-7 AT MANUEL 
QUEZON UNIVERSITY AND FEATI UNIVERSITY, TWO OF MANILA'S 
LARGEST PRIVATE PROFIT-ORIENTED SCHOOLS, AFTER SEVERAL DAYS 
OF UNRULY BOYCOTTS BY STUDENTS PROTESTING HIGHER TUITION 
FEES. LATEST DISTURBANCES ARE PART OF WAVE OF PROTEST WHICH 
HAS SWEPT MANILA UNIVERSITIES SINCE SCHOOL YEAR OPENED IN 
JUNE. THIS YEAR'S PROTESTS REPRESENT MOST SIGNIFICANT OUT- 
BREAK OF STUDENT UNREST SINCE MARTIAL LAW. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT MANUEL QUEZON UNIVERSITY, STUDENTS BOYCOTTED CLASSES 
OFF AND ON ALL LAST WEEK. DAILY EXPRESS ESTIMATED 3,500 
STUDENTS STAYED AWAY FROM CLASSES. MOLOTOV COCKTAIL BOMBS 
EXPLODED IN ONE BUILDING DURING MID TERM EXAMS SEPTEMBER 6, 
FORCING UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATORS TO SUSPEND CLASSES. THERE 
WERE NO REPORTS OF INJURIES. ALSO ON SEPTEMBER 6, STUDENTS 

AT FEATI UNIVERSITY SMASHED WINDOWS AND VANDALIZED 
BUILDINGS BEFORE SCHOOL OFFICIALS SUSPENDED CLASSES AND 
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CALLED IN METROCOM POLICE. PROTEST AT FEATI OCCURRED SAME 
DAY PRESIDENT MARCOS' DAUGHTER IMEE APPEARED ON CAMPUS 
TO ORGANIZE CHAPTER OF KABATAANG BARANGAY (NATIONAL 
YOUTH ASSEMBLY). ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, TWELVE STUDENTS 
WERE ARRESTED AT MANUEL QUEZON AND FEATI, SEPTEMBER 7 
AND EIGHTEEN MORE AT FEATI SEPTEMBER 8. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. DURING PAST FEW WEEKS, STUDENT ACTIVISTS HAVE CONTINUED 
TO ORGANIZE SPORADIC BOYCOTTS AT SEVERAL OTHER MANILA 
UNIVERSITIES, INCLUDING UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES, 

ARANETA UNIVERSITY, ADAMSON UNIVERSITY, AND UNIVERSITY OF 
SANTO TOMAS, SO FAR WITHOUT MAIOR INCIDENCE OF VIOLENCE. 

4. STUDENTS' MAIOR COMPLAINT IS 15 PERCENT TUITION FEE INCREASE 
FOR PRIVATE SCHOOLS APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
AND CULTURE (DEC) FOR THE 1977-78 SCHOOL YEAR. AFTER AN 
INITIAL ROUND OF STUDENT PROTEST IN JUNE (SEE REF A) 

PRESIDENT MARCOS SUSPENDED TUITION HIKE UNTIL DEC HAD CON 
DUCTED INVESTIGATIONS TO DETERMINE IF INCREASE JUSTIFIED 

AT INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS. (AT SAME TIME, MARCOS ALSO ORDERED 
PARTIAL ROLLBACK OF FEE INCREASES AT STATE-RUN UNIVERSITY 
OF THE PHILIPPINES, SOMEWHAT DEFUSING PROTEST AT PHILIPPINE 
BELWEATHER OF STUDENT RADICALISM. SEE REF B.) DEC BEGAN 
PUBLIC HEARINGS ON TUITION FEES IN EARLY AUGUST. APPLICATIONS 
FOR HIGHER TUITION RATES FROM NINE SCHOOLS WERE TURNED 
DOWN AND REFUNDS ORDERED. HOWEVER, DEC QUIETLY ALLOWED 
SEVERAL SCHOOLS, INCLUDING THOSE HIT BY MOST RECENT 
PROTESTS, TO BEGIN COLLECTING HIGHER FEES PENDING COMPLE- 
TION OF INVESTIGATIONS. STUDENTS ARGUE THAT HIGHER RATES 
ARE UNJUSTIFIED AND QUESTION WHETHER THE MONEY WILL BE 
USED TO IMPROVE SCHOOL FACILITIES. UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS 
CONTEND, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT HIGHER TUITION NECESSARY 
TO KEEP UP WITH INFLATION AND PAY DECENT TEACHERS' SALARIES. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 MANILA 14271 01 OF 02 091102Z 


5. DURING PAST MONTH, STUDENT DEMANDS, ORIGINALLY LIMITED 
TO TUITION ISSUE, HAVE BROADENED. LOOSE COALITION OF 
STUDENT ACTIVISTS FROM THE MAJOR MANILA UNIVERSITIES CALLED 
"STUDENT ALLIANCE AGAINST TUITION INCREASES" HAS PUBLISHED 
LIST OF DEMANDS WHICH INCLUDE STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN 
EDUCATION POLICY DECISIONS, FULL RESTORATION OF STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS, AND IMPROVEMENT OF SCHOOL FACILITIES. 

6. MANILA PRESS HAS BEEN SURPRISINGLY SYMPATHETIC TOWARD 
STUDENT PROTESTERS. DAILY EXPRESS EDITORIALIZED AUGUST 15, 
"SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES, BEING BUSINESS ENTERPRIESES, 

SHOULD LOGICALLY REALIZE SOME PROFIT. YET GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
SEE TO IT THAT THIS BUSINESS CHARACTER OF EDUCATION BE AT 
LEAST TEMPERED IN CONSIDERATION OF THE SOCIAL SITUATION AND 
THE LONG-RANGE REQUISITES OF THE COUNTRY." TIMES JOURNAL 
COLUMNIST ERNESTO GRANADA BLAMED CONTROVERSY ON DEC. 
SAYING IT HAD FAILED TO PROPERLY MONITOR FEE INCREASES. 

A VIEW WHICH MANY PROMINENT EDUCATORS SHARE. 
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7. HOWEVER, DEFENSE SECRETARY ENRILE APPARENTLY NOT SO 
SANGUINE AS GRANADA. ENRILE DELIVERED SPEECH SEPTEMBER 9 
IN WHICH HE WARNED HE WOULD NOT HESITATE TO RECOMMEND 
CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS OR ARREST OF STUDENTS IF UNREST CONTINUES. 
ENRILE REPORTEDLY SAID, "IF THEY (STUDENTS) WANT US TO 
RETURN TO NORMALCY, THEY BETTER BEHAVE.” 

8. COMMENT: FIRST THREE MONTHS OF 1977-78 SCHOOL YEAR HAVE 
BEEN MARKED BY DRAMATIC UPSURGE OF STUDENT UNREST AT 
MANILA UNIVERSITIES. TUITION FEE INCREASE IS TAILOR-MADE 
FOR STUDENT ACTIVISTS ANXIOUS TO RADICALIZE THEIR PEERS, 

SINCE VIRTUALLY ALL STUDENTS OPPOSE IT. (HOWEVER, PRESS 
REPORTED SMALL GROUP OF STUDENTS LED BY MARGIE MORAN 
FLOIRENDO, FORMER MISS UNIVERSE AND WIFE OF MILLIONAIRE 
BANANA MAGNATE TONY FLOIRENDO, CAME OUT IN FAVOR OF 
HIGHER TUITION AT MARYKNOLL COLLEGE, AN EXCLUSIVE GIRLS 
SCHOOL.) AS A RESULT, THIS SCHOOL YEAR HAS SEEN MORE 
FREQUENT AND VOLATILE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS THEN AT ANY 
TIME SINCE MARTIAL LAW. DANGER FOR MARCOS REGIME IS THAT 
GREATER NUMBERS OF STUDENTS MAY NOW BE EMBOLDENED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MORE BROADLY ANTI-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS 
SUCH AS THE AUGUST 25 RALLY AT ST. THERESA'S COLLEGE 

(SEE REF D.) CAMPUS DISORDER REMAINS WELL WITHIN 
MANAGEABLE PROPORTIONS, BUT IS BOUND TO GIVE PAUSE TO 
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PRESIDENT MARCOS, WHO HAS MADE STRONG VERBAL COMMITMENT 
IN RECENT WEEKS TO GRADUAL SOFTENING OF MARTIAL LAW. 
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